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CHARTER AND CONSTITUTION

1. THE CHARTER

ESSENCE OF THE CHARTER

We live in an ever-changing world, as far as Medicine,
Health Care and Biological Research are concerned.
New developments open new horizons, thereby
creating ethical dimensions, to which different
cultures respond differently. The degree of cultural
omnipotence and its assimilation by its followers is
proportionate to its impact on society. The challenge
facing jurists, legislators and ethicists all-over the
globe is not only to produce adequate codes, laws, by-
laws, rules and regulations, but also to secure vehicles
for their implementation.

Islam, being a tenet and a way of life, is an appropriate
vehicle for enacting acceptance and implementation of
Ethics principles by its followers, who consider
themselves as one nation that abides only by what
Islam ordains.

OUR STAND

* We Believe: Islam can furnish a vehicle for code
implementation by its followers.

*  We Recognize: The UN plans to implement
through WHO, UNESCO and relevant bodies a
variety of Guidelines and Regulations that are
governing ETHICS in health care and research.

*  We Intend: To cooperate with the relevant
international bodies, and —at the same time- serve
the interest of Muslims to have Islamic point of
view on such matters outspoken and taken in
consideration in those circles. As this would
ensure abidance of Muslim populations by thus
formulated rules, it would also be in the interest
of international regulating bodies .

*  We Seek: To consolidate Muslims' point of view,
and to facilitate implementation in a manner that
is easily manageable by the international bodies.
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2. THE CONSTITUTION

Acting with the afore-mentioned spirit, the
parties to this constitution do hereby establish
"THE GLOBAL COUNCIL FOR
ISLAMIC BIOMEDICAL ETHICS" for the
purpose of achieving the hereunder stated
goals and objectives, employing the strategies
mentioned below with open-mindedness and
avoiding parochialism on the wide diffusion of
cultures.

ARTICLE 1

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The Council will orchestrate a collaborative scheme
operating via a network of Ethics Centres and
Committees throughout the Islamic World and where
substantial Muslim minorities live, employing those
mechanisms and strategies mentioned below, to
achieve the following objectives:

* To foster an ad hoc common Ethical Code for
Medical (Clinical) Practice and Biomedical
Research, that is based on Islamic principles.

* To enact abstractness transformation of morality
and ethics into practical, applicable guidelines for
good clinical practice and sound biomedical
research.

* To help abridge cultural gap and facilitate
communication between authorities and
substantial Muslim minorities in non-Muslim
countries, in terms of biomedical ethics codes
implementation.

* To establish an academic trend and
investigational research pivoting around Islamic
perspective of Biomedical ethics in member
countries.
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ARTICLE 1T

STRATEGIES

Wherever appropriate, the following will be
effectuated, examined, facilitated or ameliorated in the
Member States societies:

Human subject protection in medical practice and
biomedical and health research,;

Human subject protection in social science
research;

Reviewing of the legal framework for ethical
review;

Examination of operational procedures for ethical
review;

Examination of substantial issues affecting ethical
review;

The relationship between investigators and ethics
committees;

Reviewing and discussing specific ethical issues
arising in the context of guidelines, and their
effect on health research practice (e.g., the use of
controls in clinical trials and the availability of
products following research);

Examination of the quality assurance standards
and procedures throughout the development of
health research projects;

Examination of government involvement in
building capacity for ethical review;

Diverse strategies for the accreditation of ethics
committees in the region.

Auditing and monitoring code implementation by
researchers and heath care providers;

The applicability of the ICH and WHO
Guidelines on Good Clinical Practice, and their
relation to existing or developing national
guidelines;

The impact of the WHO Operational Guidelines
for Ethics Committees That Review Biomedical
Research and the implementation of the
companion guideline Surveying and Evaluating
Ethical Review Practices.

Curricula addressing biomedical issues from
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Islamic perspective in academic and health care
institutions.

ARTICLE 11

MEMBERSHIP

A. ELIGIBILITY: The following categories are

eligible for membership:

1. Communities that have a structural entity for
the domain of Ethics in Medicine, Health Care
and Biological Research, and recognize Islam
as their cultural identity.

2. Biomedical Ethics Centres serving the interests
of Muslim communities.

3. Academic Departments in institutions engaged
in educational and/or research activities
serving the interests of Muslim communities;
or advocating Islamic thought.

4. High caliber scholars engaged in institutions
(academic, jurisprudential, fatwa, medical,
health care, biological research) pertinent to
this council.

. ADMITTANCE: Membership applications

submitted by any of the afore-mentioned

categories could be approved by the General

Assembly upon the recommendation of the

Foundation Board.

. MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: Currently, and

in the foreseeable future, only full-membership

category is recognized by the Council.

. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS: Every

individual member has the right for a full vote on

issues debated, deliberated and voted upon in
regular General Assembly sessions. It is also the
right of individual members to call for emergency
sessions and/or undertakings should the need
arise, and to recommend amendments, new
procedures, novel approaches and new members.

Individual members are obliged to execute the

recommendations laid out and agreed upon by the

Council, within their space of operation, and

submit reports to the General Assembly to that

effect.
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ARTICLE 1V

ORGANS

The Council shall include:
The Foundation Board, The General Assembly, The
Executive Board and The Secretariat.

ARTICLE V

THE FOUNDATION BOARD

A. Composition: The Foundation Board shall
consist of the individuals, who first adopted the
idea of the Council, and also members who
attended the First Conference, in which the
Charter and Constitution of the Council have
been approved, and subsequently the Council
launched.

B. Functions:

1. Approving the organization's name.

2. Approving first draft of Charter and
Constitution;

3. Making recommendations on new applicants,
suggestions and proposals;

4. Initiating actions pending approval by the
General Assembly.

5. Suggesting policy and strategy approaches
and amendments to the General Assembly.

6. Approval of delegate nomination in
accordance with paragraph (A).

ARTICLE VI

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A. Composition: The General Assembly shall
consist of the representatives of the members of
the Council, where up to 5 delegates for each
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member entity are appointed following approval
by the Foundation Board.

B. Functions:

1. Approving the policies and the main line of
work of the Council, shall make decisions on
issues submitted to it by the Foundation Board.

2. The General Assembly shall summon events of
international dimension enforcing its role in
disseminating the concept of Biomedical Ethics,
such as conferences and academic as well as
research programmes.

3. The General Assembly shall advise through
proper channels the WHO on matters of mutual
concern, and approve cooperation programmes
between the two bodies.

4. The General Assembly shall receive, consider
and comment on reports submitted by Member
Centres in accordance with item D, Article II1.

5. The General Assembly shall elect the members
of the Executive Board on the recommendation
of the Foundation Board.

. Voting: The decisions shall be taken according to
simple majority rule, where every Member Centre
has one vote, regardless of the number of
delegates attending.

. Procedure: The General Assembly shall meet for
ordinary meetings once every two years at the
location agreed upon in the preceding meeting.

. The General Assembly shall set up committees

and working groups as and whenever deemed

appropriate.

. Arrangements for public access to the meetings

shall be decided by the General Assembly.

ARTICLE vII

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

A. Composition: The Executive Board shall be
nominated by the General Assembly upon
recommendation made by the Foundation
Board from among the delegates appointed by
the Member Centres and shall consist of ten
members. The Chairman of the Executive
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Board shall be one of its members elected by
other members of the Executive Board.
B. Functions:

1. The Executive Board shall — with the assistance
of the Secretariat- prepare the agenda for the
General Conference. It shall examine the
programme of work for the Council.

2. The Executive Board, acting under the authority
of the General Conference, shall be responsible
for the execution of the programme adopted by
the Conference.

3. In accordance with the decisions of the General
Conference the Executive Board shall take all
necessary measures to ensure the effective and
rational execution of the programme.

4. The Executive Board shall meet in a regular
session once a year and may meet in special
session(s) if convoked by the Chairman on his
own initiative or upon the request of six
members of the Board.

5. The Chairman of the Executive Board shall
present, on behalf of the Board, to each
ordinary session of the General Assembly, with
or without comments, the reports on the
activities of the Council.

6. The Executive Board shall make all necessary
arrangements to consult the representatives of
international organizations or qualified persons
concerned with questions within its
competence.

7. Between sessions of the General Assembly, the
Executive Board may request advisory opinions
from relevant international bodies on questions
arising within the field of the Council's
activities.

ARTICLE VIl

THE SECRETARIAT

The Secretariat shall be a responsibility born by the
institution selected by the Foundation Board in their
launch meeting to be the base for the Council.
Following the meeting, the name of that institution
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will be entered in the space below:

The headquarters of the Council will be based in the
Albanian Capital, Tirana.

The Secretariat shall consist of a Director and such
staff as may be required on top of the basic team of
assistant, conference and workshop officer, IT
specialist and international liaising officer, who can
either work on a remote basis, or shall be
accommodated in such space as may be necessary to
run activities such as filing, communication and IT
facilities, in addition to conference and workshop
auditoria.

ARTICLE IX

MEMBER CENTRES' CO-OPERATING
BODIES

Each member Centre shall make such arrangements as
suits its particular conditions for the purpose of
associating its principal bodies interested in
educational, scientific, medical and cultural matters
with the work of the Council.

ARTICLE X

REPORTS BY MEMBER CENTRES

Each Member Centre shall submit to the Council
annual reports on the laws, regulations and other
issues relating to its educational, scientific, medical
and cultural activities, which are also of interest to the
Council, and on the action(s) taken upon its
recommendation.
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ARTICLE X1

RELATIONS WITH PERTINENT
INTERNATIONAL BODIES

The Council shall be brought into relation with the
United Nations Organization's relevant bodies, such as
WHO and UNESCO. This relationship shall be
effectuated through memoranda of understanding and
agreement, which shall be subject to the approval of
the General Assembly of the Council. Such
memoranda shall provide for effective co-operation
between the Council and these bodies in the pursuit of
their common goals and objectives, and at the same
time shall recognize the autonomy and full
independence of this Council, within the fields of its
competence as defined in this Charter and
Constitution.

Solid contacts shall be established with other
specialized international organizations and agencies,
whose interests complement those of the Council.
These include — and not limited to- the following:

The Muslim World League in Makkabh, its Figh
Council and Physicians Across Continents (PAC); The
Figh Council at The Organization of the Islamic
Cooperation in Jeddah; The Arab World League and
Al-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt; The Islamic
Organization for Medical Sciences in Kuwait; The
National Bioethics Council of Malaysia; Hacettepe
Center for Bioethics in Turkey.

ARTICLE X11

BUDGET

1. The Budget shall be prepared and administered
by the Executive Board.

The General Assembly shall approve and give
final effect to the budget and to the
apportionment of financial responsibility
among the Member Centres of the Council.

3. The Foundation Board may accept voluntary

2.
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contributions, gifts, bequests, and subventions
directly from Governments, public and private
institutions, associations and private persons,
subject to conditions to be specified in the
Financial Regulations of the Council.

ARTICLE X111

LEGAL STATUS

The Council is an independent, non-governmental,
non-profit body that is apolitical in character. Its
activities are oriented toward the Muslim community
world-wide, and toward the international institutions
and associations whose interests are being served in a
mutual manner, within the context of Biomedical
Ethics. The Council will abide, and be governed, by
the laws, rules and regulations of the country where its
headquarters is located.

ARTICLE X1V

AMENDMENTS

1. Proposals for amendments to this Constitution
can be made upon receiving the approval of the
General Assembly by a two-thirds majority. The
draft texts of proposed amendments shall be
communicated by the Executive Board to the
Member Centres at least six months in advance
of their consideration by the General Assembly.

2. Once approved by The General Conference,
amendments shall become binding to all Member
Centres of the Council.

ARTICLE XV

INTERPRETATION

1. The English and Arabic texts of this Constitution
shall be regarded as equally authoritative.

2. Any question or dispute concerning the
interpretation of this Constitution shall be referred
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for determination to the Foundation Board. Agh Cll il Ayl

ARTICLE XVI 0000 0000000 000000
ENTRY INTO FORCE LA G J il

This Constitution shall be subject to acceptance. | (s celaall jia (uanli i Wiy ) (J sl e o ) siceal) 128
The instrument of acceptance shall be deposited Al el Al sl
with the Muslim World League Assistant &85l g ad g8 2 Lavie 28l o JAN Cogu ) gluall 138
Secretary General's office in Makkah, Saudi | <l cpiles ¢ Al L) cliac (1a 9480 ol 5 4nle
Arabia, pending Council Headquarters set-up in its Lordaall (33Ul
designated final location.

This Constitution shall come into force when it
has been accepted and signed by eighty percent of
the Foundation Board members, thereby signaling
the launch of The Council.

14



In faith whereof, the undersigned, duly authorized
to that effect, have signed this constitution in the
English and Arabic languages, both texts being
equally authentic.

Done in Makkah on of the month of
in the year

equivalent to the month of in the year

of the Hijra Calendar,

in a single copy, in the English and Arabic
languages, of which certified copies will be
communicated to all members of the Foundation
Board, and to future accepted members.
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